






CATHEDRAL THINKING

David Attenborough and Roman
Krznaric

A Life On Our Planet - Sir David Attonborough's latest testimony about the
state of the planet is beautifully written, and an awakening and reality check.
Few others have such credibility and insight into the real state of the planet. It's
scary, but he also provides written hope and advice on what needs to be done. 

Roman Krznaric is one of Europe's most important writers and philosophers.
The Good Ancestor (Hvordan tenke langsiktig - in norwegian) is enchanting,
and fantastic reading about the need to think long-term, plan big - while taking
care of the small steps in order to reach a planned destination. His research
clearly shows how world leaders and decision makers fail to think long-term,
and what the consequences are hence to that.



GEOPOLITICS

Parag Khanna and Tim Marshall



Geopolitics has a direct impact on urban growth, urban attraction, access to
resources and the ability to build resilience in the fight against the growing
climate crisis. We must understand the whole picture before we can dive into
the details. The power struggle over Ukraine with the ongoing war is the
extremely brutal consequence of individual leaders' distorted worldview.

History has shown that the great visionary ideas come from the few, and very
often IDEAS end up by seeing the world a little differently. Yet it is these ideas
that lay the foundation for the small steps that build the world through the
opportunities for action that everyone has in their own power and position. 

Much has been written about the topic, and the topics I have covered in several
of my newsletters all have a red connecting line with which I introduced this
newsletter. We still need to understand what we have to solve, and the
background for why we have to solve the tasks in the long term, not just for the
short-term everyday life we   live in. Then it is possible we more easily see how
things are connected, and understand, or have sympathy with why decision
makers are all too often put in an impossible position when important things
are to be decided.

I have presented several books in my newsletter, which are all presented in this
newsletter, but Parag Khanna's Conncetography: Mapping the Future of Global
Civilization is possibly the best book I have read in the last five years. When he
launched the idea of   fusing connected with geography to the concept of
connectography, the world was put in a different perspective. I say not much
more about the content than that this is the book You must read if you want to
get an overall picture of the geopolitical conditions from which the world is
driven, and not least that we suffer from. Khanna's latest book Move I am
reading now, and it brings the concept of mobility to a new level where we as
both readers and professionals are challenged on everything we know from
today's migration policy, geopolitical conflicts and future globalization. 

Tim Marshall's "The Power of Geography" is an eye opener. His ability to draw a
red line between geographical boundaries and provide context for
understanding why the world is the way it is - is a must-read.  

The contents of the three books are written in capital letters that roar "think
new" through our eyes. Just buy them right away.





read recently. However, it works well as a good and easy insight about Our
challenges and is relevant to what I have discussed in this newsletter. 

Bjørn H. Samset's recent book 2070 (only in Norwegian so far) is a fantastically
well-written book about the challenges the world is facing in relation to climate
and how we have ended up here. The book takes a scientific standpoint and
authors alternative roadmaps for how to avoid the worst consequences of
climate change, and builds a sustainable world along the way.



TECHNOLOGY

Yuval Noah Harari and Ashlee Vance

There are some books that remains stuck on my retina after reading them, and
Yuval Noah Harari's two books Sapiens and Homo Deus are some of them.

The future was yesterday was a topic I gave a number of lectures on, and it
was about the time axis 9000 years back to the first urban society in
Mesopotamia, industrial revolution, the rapid transition from analog to digital
society and how today's society function as a basis for future technological
possibilities . I think it is absolutely essential to know our history in order to
understand the present, and even more the ability to predict anything about
the future. These two  books are absolutely amazing.

Sapiens takes us briefly on a historical journey through humanity. Through
fantastic narrator voice, the book never gets boring, just enlightening. Yuval is
wonderfully free in his perspective on his angle of human origin and
development. The transition to Homo Deus is as natural as if it were just a new
chapter in Sapiens. Here he takes us through today's history and how we think
about the possibilities for tomorrow. It is a thought provoker, built on facts and
very close to Hans Rosling's Factfulness (which I will write about in a later
newsletter). 


