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- OLD VS NEW -

IT'S SIMPLY TO BOLD

"
Urban development concerns everyone. It does not matter if

you are a store employee, lawyer, economist, technologist, or

teacher. The city is yours; it is mine; it is ours and therefore

it is almost impossible to work sensibly with urban

development.
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In 2012, I was invited to give a talk on social economic sustainability

and placemaking at the “Women and Design Conference:

Designing the quality of life in a modern economy” in

Warszawa. After my talk, the German architect and artist Jurgen

Mayer gave a presentation about his latest project, "Metropol

Parasol", which is one of the most amazing projects I know of.

My later conversations with Jurgen Mayer about the project revealed

that the biggest controversy was peoples fear about the projects

scale, use of timber, new technology and unorthodox design

adaptation to one of Seville's distinctive cultural heritage districts.

The criticism was overcome through a transparent public engagement

during the planning, procurement, and delivery process which created an

understanding that there was a need for something new and bold that

could revitalize a declining economy, relocating businesses, lost tourism,

and depopulated urban spaces. This is not unlike the discussions we

experience in Norway when groundbreaking design proposals are

introduced. The difference is that in Norway a similar project on

such a scale and concept as Metropol Parasol would most likely ever

become politically approved. It's simply too bold.

Decisions made about how the city is planned affect our everyday

lives, and often have huge impact on our finances, our mental health,

our everyday logistics and where we choose to live. Urban

development is politics and the politicians who are in a decision-

making position are in power. This makes urban development even

more complicated. For example, in Norway, urban development is

politically controlled, and governed by the political color that

governs at any given time. It is seldom planned beyond the four years

each political period applies. It creates little predictability and small

openings for the big, long, and very necessary plans that are needed

to ensure a sustainable future.

By 2050 approx. 70 percent of the world's population will live in

cities. An extreme urbanization will take place in the coming

decades. In Asia and Africa in particular, growth will be enormous.

Big cities will grow together into Megacities. Regions will merge and

national borders will merge economically and politically. This means

that current urban development, regardless of where in the world, will

involve a major focus on the transformation of especially ports, selected

urban districts, commercial and industrial areas for new use. We will

experience a greater pressure on urban cultural heritage and how new

and old will be integrated into new designs. Priority will be given to

development not only related to new construction, however more

focus on transformative reuse of urban structures, reuse of buildings

and squares, and recycling of materials.

https://www.jmayerh.de/19-0-Metropol-Parasol.html
https://arquitecturaviva.com/works/metropol-parasol-7
https://arquitecturaviva.com/articles/el-precipicio-y-la-protesta-4-2
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/beautiful-examples-historic-modern-architecture-come-together


Above are some pictures of Metropol Parasol. Below is a short film of six

minutes where the locals' relationship to the project, now and before, is

highlighted.

Cultural heritage can be said to be the entire historical platform on

which society stands. The term is a collective term for material and

intangible culture. Examples of cultural heritage can be new and old

cultural monuments, food, music, art, literature, dance, and crafts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWI9OLolpxg


In urban development, the biggest con�icts arise in the meeting between

new and old. Con�icts arise immediately when the questions of which

interests, and ideals are to be strongest in development. The challenge

will be the democratic anchoring of development decisions. It can be lost

if qualities that are valued by the local population come into con�ict with

overriding considerations. Which, of course, is not new in urban

development. Common to all cities is the legislation and the

institutionalized practice related to dealing with environmental and social

dilemmas that ensure democratic legitimacy in planning processes. 

Everyone knows that urban development, especially related to

management and planned interventions in cities' cultural heritage,

are demanding processes that challenge place identity and urban

belonging. But this is where we need to innovate, strengthen the

relationship between new and old and avoid the conservative choice

by just leaning towards the safe. We also need bold statements that

engage new generations and investigates new ways of keeping

heritage values though modernity is integrated.

I believe that every urban developer has good intentions where

modern measures are proposed in older urban structures, but such

proposals often end up with poor solutions because the final

decisions fall victim to major controversies and the fear of failure.

All too often, this leads to ugly public participation processes and

toxic discussions that always end up in demanding rematches before

a plan is ready for implementation. We do not have time for such.

Though Metropol Parasol is more than a decade old, it is still one of the projects,
like Federation Square in Melbourne (which I wrote about in my second

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/public-engagement-in-city-planning-aecom
https://vimeo.com/23041066?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=2205019
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newsletter) that displayed the ability to think boldly, work constructively in its
participation processes between politicians, business, and local community to
embrace bold decisions based on a long-term plan towards public spaces of
the future. This is hardly a project we will see like in Norway, and it makes me

depressed.

Read more

Transforming cities with a lot of cultural heritage and local identity

is like walking straight into an area full of landmines. Like Metropol

Parasol's process from idea to completion, public participation,

dialogue and patience are a key factor in success. At the same time,

the importance of understanding the city, understanding the culture,

understanding the city's history and respecting this as a basis for

how a modern adaptation should take place, must not be

underestimated. There are three books in particular that I would

like to highlight in this case. They present an overlapping and

complimenting description of the city as a uniqueness through

analyzes and methodology, storytelling and visions, and relevant

examples of what works and does not work. And why.

Jan Gehl's Cit ies for People is the most famous of the three. Gehl has

written many books, and this is in many ways a detailed summary of

his life's work. The book is analytical, methodical and descriptive of

why cities are for humans, not for machines. It addresses the

challenges of urban space, how they must be activated, and the book

touches on the issues related to old and new. Charles Landry's The

Creat ive City is a must. A wonderful book about the necessity of

creativity, innovation and visions in urban development - if the city is

actually to develop. Peter Butenschøns Byen - An instruct ion

manual (only in norwegian) is a curiosity. Almost a prose, but nice

with historical lines that exemplify how a city should be developed.

His approach to the democratic city is extremely interesting.

All three books should be a syllabus for those involved in urban

https://charleslandry.com/
https://arquitecturaviva.com/works/metropol-parasol-7
https://www.perlego.com/book/2984940/cities-for-people-pdf?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&campaignid=13613222366&adgroupid=135645715194&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0umSBhDrARIsAH7FCoefnIDUTiyC-xE82ij8K2Qt43LQEym9hvUTdBXVfm4bNx_-NYKPl4gaAnp_EALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-City-Toolkit-Urban-Innovators/dp/1844075982
https://www.akademika.no/byen/butenschon-peter/9788203237454


development. For those who follow the city's development from the

outside, and partly as a participant, the books are to be

recommended as important sources for a basic understanding of

what a city is.

LINK Arkitektur

Cultural monuments are also found in cultural landscapes. In Norway, we value

https://www.perlego.com/book/2984940/cities-for-people-pdf?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&campaignid=13613222366&adgroupid=135645715194&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0umSBhDrARIsAH7FCoefnIDUTiyC-xE82ij8K2Qt43LQEym9hvUTdBXVfm4bNx_-NYKPl4gaAnp_EALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-City-Toolkit-Urban-Innovators/dp/1844075982
https://www.akademika.no/byen/butenschon-peter/9788203237454
http://stovnertarnet.no/
https://linkarkitektur.com/no


It 's magical, how people
know what to do with a

place

I first time met Fred Kent in

2007 when I invited him to talk

at my NUDA conference, Public

Spaces of the Future. That was

his first time to Norway. Since

then, we collaborated on NUDA

Master Class 2008, 2009 and

Waterfront Synopsis in

Stavanger 2010. Placemaking

was for the first time brought to

my attention. 

Fred is founder and former

president of Project for Public

Spaces, speaks widely on public

spaces and placemaking, and is

working on two placemaking

The beauty of complex
engineering creates
stunning architecture

Technology is many things. It can

be digital. It can be engineering.

It can be pure simplicity. Some

of the most beautiful projects on

earth are most likely the most

complex projects to construct,

and provide insight into new

innovations that combine

technology from different

disciplines, different skills and

materials. In Rehab

Architecture, we depend on

using advanced solutions to be

able to meet building

requirements and adapt to an

urban area. We depend on

technology to meet the zero-

nature highly. It is an important part of our lives, and nothing is expected to be
built there without strengthening the community, and giving everyone
something positive in return at the same time as the cultural landscape is
spared. Stovnertårnet has many basic similarities with Metropol Parasol - as
a concept and vision. When the project landed on the drawing board of the
landscape architects in LINK Arkitektur, the idea arose to design a f loating
walkway rather than a traditional tower building. The trip up is experienced as a
journey among the treetops, where you can walk together up the hill, through
the many turns and occasionally the smell of spruce bar, fresh air and world-
class Norwegian design. The road up along the walkway is universally designed -
accessible to people on foot and on wheels, and provides a view of
Groruddalen's slopes, trees and buildings, with the Oslo Fjord on the horizon.

Read about the project here

https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/30/nyregion/thecity/30kent.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/30/nyregion/thecity/30kent.html
https://nuda.no/knowledge-eleven/
https://nuda.no/knowledge-eleven/
https://www.pps.org/
https://worldarchitecture.org/article-links/emmfp/carlo-ratti-associati-designs-elevated-bicycle-path-among-treetops-in-italian-countryside.html
https://www.britannica.com/technology/technology
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/sustainability-blog/these-9-technological-innovations-will-shape-the-sustainability-agenda-in-2019
https://linkarkitektur.com/no/prosjekter/stovnertarnet


initiatives—The Social Life Project

and PlacemakingX .

He is a leading authority on

revitalizing city spaces and one

of the foremost thinkers in

livability, smart growth, and the

future of the city. Fred is known

throughout the world as a

dynamic speaker and prolific

ideas man. Traveling over

150,000 miles each year, Fred

offers technical assistance to

communities and gives major

talks across North America and

internationally. Each year, he

and the PPS staff give

presentations or train more than

10,000 people in placemaking

techniques. Since 1975, Fred has

worked on hundreds of projects,

and has led trainings across the

world for audiences such as the

Urban Redevelopment Agency

and the National Parks Board in

Singapore, representatives from

the City of Hong Kong, the

Ministry of Environment in

Norway, the leading Dutch

transportation organization in

the Netherlands, Greenspace in

Scotland, UK, numerous

transportation professionals

from US State DOTs, and

thousands of community and

neighborhood groups across the

US.

Most recently, Fred has led some

of the largest projects at PPS

including Cape Town Waterfront,

Crystal City in Alexandria, VA.,

Museumplein in Amsterdam,

Downtown Detroit, Harvard

University's main plaza, and

Harvard Square for Cambridge

and Harvard. He has also

emission targets, and we depend

on bold plans to revitalize,

transform and attract the

resources needed to increase

competitiveness and growth in

cities.

Cities need bold projects such as

Metropol Parasol, Federation

Square, Stovnertårnet, The Three

Path. Yes, even Le Louvre was a

technological controversy, but

quickly became an icon of Paris. 

I have three references that I

believe are good examples of

how old and new can create

something completely unique,

and with sustainable technology

as a basis.

-------------------------------

1. Metropol Parasol - is both a

new landmark for the city of

Seville and an engineering

adventure – one of the largest

timber structures ever built. We

worked with architect Jürgen

Mayer H to develop its award-

winning design. The project

consists of six large timber

parasols shading the Plaza de la

Encarnación and protecting an

archaeological site. The

parasols, constructed in a

mushroom-shaped timber lattice,

frame the structure and create

shadows that move continuously

throughout the day.

-------------------------------

2. The Three Path -  an elevated

bicycle route that runs in-

between trees, resting on two

parallel rows of plants that act

as pillars. Set in the Italian

https://www.sociallifeproject.org/
https://www.placemakingx.org/
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/sustainability-blog/these-9-technological-innovations-will-shape-the-sustainability-agenda-in-2019
https://www.pps.org/article/boldmovesandbraveactions
https://www.arup.com/projects/metropol-parasol
https://www.arup.com/perspectives/publications/research/section/rethinking-timber-buildings
https://worldarchitecture.org/article-links/emmfp/carlo-ratti-associati-designs-elevated-bicycle-path-among-treetops-in-italian-countryside.html


overseen major projects with

Southwest Airlines as part of the

Heart of the Community

campaign. A recent partnership

between PPS, UN Habitat, and

The Ax:son Johnson Foundation

has resulted in a global

campaign (The Future of Places)

and the establishment of a

Placemaking Leadership Council

aimed at bringing placemaking

to countries around the world.

If insights about cities is

required, there are few other

people that know more than

Fred Kent.

The Social Life Project

countryside, the project leads to

Sabbioneta – one of the

country’s best-known UNESCO

World Heritage Sites – and

explores sustainable mobility

while blending the natural and

the artificial. People can walk or

cycle on a lifted platform amidst

treetops, while sensors

embedded within the greenery

track environmental conditions

in real-time.

-------------------------------

3. Ruten - In its purest form, this

is a strong design take on urban

space. In addition to having a

reinforcing and more efficient

function linked to Sandnes'

mobility and transport system,

the architectural form is so

holistically solved that it in itself

appears as a strong attraction

and identity. Not an advanced

technology used, but still a

future-oriented aesthetic that

binds old and new well together. 
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Håkon Iversen Feleti Ita Fua`tonga

Yours sincerely,

As half Tongan  and half Norwegian ,  I am naturally dedicated to everything that is fun and

challenging. My interests span across disciplines that deal with cities, buildings, people and

technology.  Through my role as Teamleader at LINK Architecture Bergen and Stord, Chairman

and Founder of NUDA, Infracity AI and partner in Seidr AI, I want to make a strong

contribution in creating a world which is a good place to live, and safe for my children to grow

up in. Not only through projects I work in and initiate, however also through written ideas. 

As a Master of Taekwondo, work and privacy are balanced through my role as instructor for

nearly 30 years. I Believe a trained body gives a clear head and sharp mind, and if you want to

https://www.sociallifeproject.org/author/fredkent/
https://www.spacegroup.no/ruten
https://www.arup.com/perspectives/timber-mushrooms-revive-market-square
https://linkarkitektur.com/en
https://nuda.no/
https://www.infracity.ai/
https://www.seidr.ai/


save the world, you need that. And with such an ambition, the Power of Great Ideas can

accellerate solutions.
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